The Pier Aquarium presents the Celebrity Critter of the Week!

http://farm1l.static.flickr.com/

- Tuxedo Urchin

Scientific Name: Mespilia globulus
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: Description: Brown body with several dark blue bands

Top 10 Facts:

1. The Tuxedo Urchin is also called a crown urchin, royal urchin, globe urchin or blue pin cushion urchin.

radiating from the center where no spines grow. Spines
are “fuzzy” in appearance and may be dark reddish or
brown in color.

Habitat: Tropical Pacific and Indian Oceans.

2. Tuxedo Urchins generally grow to 2-3” (5-8 cm) in diameter, excluding the length of their short spines.

3. Cilia or “tube feet” (fine hairline structures) protrude from the urchin’s body and are used to grasp
materials to camouflage the urchin.

4. Tuxedo Urchins are found at depths between 3 and 20 feet.

5. Urchins are herbivores and will graze on algae, including coralline algae growing on corals, live rock and
aquarium walls.

6. This species has been recorded to live up to five years in captivity.

7. The tuxedo urchin is a nocturnal species and, in the wild, spends its days hiding among rocks and coral
outcroppings or under plants in sandy substrates.

8. Tuxedo Urchins generally roam alone. However, multiples are often kept in one aquarium tank to
control algae growth.

9. These urchins reproduce by releasing sperm and eggs into the water column.

10. If water quality becomes poor, Tuxedo Urchins will begin losing their spines.
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