
 

 

 

 

Scientific Name: Acropora cervicornis 

Description:  Branching coral with numerous cylindrical 

branches, each branch forked at the end. 

Habitat: Coral reefs in southern Florida, the Bahamas 

and throughout the Caribbean and south to Venezuela.  

Not found in Bermuda or the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

 1. Staghorn Coral typically occurs in the back reef (up to 100’ deep) and fore reef environments (typically 16-82’ 

deep). 

2. The upper limit of its range is defined by wave forces, while the lower limit is controlled by suspended sediments 

and light availability. 

3. Like elkhorn coral, the dominant mode of reproduction is asexual with new colonies forming when branches 

break off a colony and reattach to the substrate. 

4. This species was listed as “threatened” on the Endangered Species List in March 2005. 

5. As with other corals, Staghorn Coral receives most of its energy and oxygen from the symbiotic relationship it 

forms with the single-celled algae, called zooxanthellae, in its tissue. 

6. The growing tips of this species are often light blue or white. This is because the zooxanthellae have not 

colonized this part of the colony and the true color of the coral skeleton is showing. 

7. Staghorn Coral exhibits the fastest growth of all known western Atlantic corals with branches increasing in 

length by 4-8” each year. 

8. This species is one of the three most important Caribbean corals in terms of its contribution to reef growth and 

fish habitat. 

9. When this coral species spawns, the coral larvae (planula) live in the plankton for several days until finding a 

suitable area to settle. 

10. As with elkhorn coral, critical habitat was proposed for the Staghorn Coral in February 2008, including areas in 

Florida, Puerto Rico, St. John/St. Thomas and St. Croix. 
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