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The Pier Aquarium presents the Celebrity Critter of the Week!

http://www.saltwaterfish.com/

------ Frogspawn Coral

Scientific Name: Euphyllia divisa
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Description: Masses or bright green polyps remain
visible throughout the day and night; polyp stems can

Top 10 Facts:

Frogspawn coral is a large polyp stony (LPS) coral, often referred to as the Wall Octopus, Grape or Torch

be brown to light green to tan in color.

Habitat: Indian and Pacific Oceans from Mozambique to
the Red Sea, from Southern Japan to Australia and the
Fiji Islands.

Coral.

These corals are named for the resemblance they bear to clusters of frog eggs.

While most coral species can be identified and distinguished by looking at their skeletons, frogspawn and
other related LPS coral can only be properly identified by looking at the living polyps.

The coral polyp is basically an anemone-like animal that secretes a skeleton, possesses tentacles and forms
colonies which join together at the base of their skeletons.

There are 15 species in the Euphyllia genus.

The feeding tentacles of these species do not possess clusters of stinging cells and may be adapted to
capture food particles in the water using cilia or microscopic hair-like projections.

However, Euphyllia corals do possess specialized “sweeper tentacles” that can extend up to 8” further than
the feeding tentacles. These tentacles have numerous powerful stinging cells called nematocysts.

Euphyllia corals have separate male and female colonies.

In equatorial locations, some species may brood larvae internally rather than releasing eggs and sperm into

the water column.

10. This species is particularly threatened by harvesting for the live aquarium trade.
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