The Pier Aquarium presents the Celebrity Critter of the Week!

Scientific Name: Melongena corona

..... Description: Shells are extremely variable in shape and

Top 10 Facts:

1. The Florida Crown Conch is a large sea snail, a marine gastropod mollusk in the family Melongenidae

sculpture depending on environment. All are right-
handed shells with multiple whorls and some spines
protruding.

Habitat: Eastern Gulf of Mexico and Western Atlantic —
all coastal waters of Florida.

that has an “operculum,” or “little lid.”

2. The operculum is a calcareous structure that closes the opening (or aperture) of the shell when the soft
parts of the animal are withdrawn into the shell.

3. Approximately 30 species in the genus Melongena have been described over the world.

4. They live in the tropical intertidal zone, especially in muddy areas on flats and under mangrove trees
where there is ample detritus.

5. Melongena snails are carnivorous and prey primarily on small bivalves (clams, mussels and oysters).
They have been known to feed on other marine snails including their own species.

6. This species usually reaches 4-8” in length. Differences in overall length have been noted depending
upon what habitat the conch lives in (e.g., seagrass beds vs. oyster bars), possibly due to the type and
amount of food available.

7. Crown Conch shells are popular homes for hermit crabs.

8. Colors of the Crown Conch shell can vary from cream with dark brown stripes to brown with cream
stripes to almost solid cream/light brown.

9. Unlike other marine snails, Melongena do not have a swimming, planktonic dispersal stage of
development.

10. Other snails in the family Melongenidae include the fulger whelks (Busycon).

wWww.pieraguarium.org


http://www.pieraquarium.org/

