
 

 

 

 

Scientific Name: Atelomycterus marmoratus 

Description:  Brown to gray body with darker brown 

saddle markings along the dorsal ridge and light gray to 

white spots throughout. 

Habitat: Indo-Pacific from Pakistan and India to 

Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines, 

southern China, and Taiwan. 

 

Description:  Characterized by having 4-5 large, inward-

facing triangular projections of the shell aperture.  The 

mantle is usually golden brown, yellow, or green with 

many blue, purple, or green spots. 

Habitat: Found throughout the tropical, Indo-Pacific 

Ocean from the south China seas to the northern coast of 

Australia. 

 

 

1. The Coral Catshark is a common but little-known inshore shark. 

2. In the wild, this species lives on coral reefs and is thought to inhabit crevices and holes in the reef surface. 

3. In some parts of the world, this species is utilized fresh and dried-salted for food or processed for fishmeal 

and oil. 

4. The Coral Catshark is oviparous  or egg-laying. 

5. It takes approximately four months for the juvenile sharks to hatch from the egg cases. 

6. Some people refer to the egg case as a “mermaid’s purse” and, when laid, they often have long sticky 

tendrils to help the egg cases attached to rocks. 

7. Coral Catsharks may reach lengths of 70 cm (2.3’), with males tending to be slightly larger than females. 

8. This species is under threat from habitat destruction by dynamite fishing, especially in eastern Indonesia. 

9. The Coral Catshark represents a minor catch in artisanal fisheries throughout its range. 

10. The Coral Catshark belongs to the family Scyliorhinidae, which is the largest family of sharks with 15 genera 

and almost 105 species. 
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